PRIA Not Extended in Appropriations Bill; PRIA 4 Bill
Passed by Senate
Friday, February 15, 2019
The Appropriations Bill that is expected to be signed into law
on February 15, 2019, provides funding for the rest of Fiscal
Year (FY) 2019 and averts another federal government
shutdown. It does not, however, include either an extension of
the Pesticide Registration Improvement Extension Act (PRIA 3)
or Reauthorization, widely referred to as PRIA 4. This
omission was a surprise to industry and to the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). On February 13, 2019,
the Senate introduced a stand-alone PRIA 4 bill (S. 483).
Acting swiftly, the Senate passed the bill on February 14,
2019, by unanimous consent. S. 483 directly references H.R.
1029, the Pesticide Registration Enhancement Act of 2017,
from the last Congress, with amendments passed by the
Senate on June 28, 2018.
S. 483 has moved to the House, where the timing of a vote
currently is unclear. The House will go into a week-long
recess after today. It is possible that the bill will not further
progress until the House reconvenes on February 25, 2019.
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The effect on EPA and the regulated community during this
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transition is also unclear. Currently, EPA is sorting out
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applications and PRIA deadlines along with workload planning
in the aftermath of the recently concluded federal government
Environmental, Energy & Resources
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Act (FIFRA) provides for a reduction in applicable fees if PRIA
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is not reauthorized, but it is unclear if applications submitted
during the transition will be assigned a PRIA review date. If
PRIA 4 is passed, we expect that the fee provisions will be
retroactive and that EPA will send invoices to applicants for
submissions made during the transition period for the difference between what was paid and the new PRIA 4 fee.
More information on these topics is available in our blog items "Federal Budget Deal Negotiations Fail to Advance
PRIA Reauthorization" and "Continuing Resolution to Re-open the Government Includes PRIA Extension."
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