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On January 27, 2017, the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) issued in the
Federal Register a notice of delay of an effective date of a final rule issued on
December 27, 2016 (81 Fed. Reg. 94980). The final rule announced amendments to
CBP regulations regarding the requirement to file a Toxic Substances Control Act
(TSCA) certification when importing into the customs territory of the United States
chemicals in bulk form or as part of mixtures and articles containing a chemical or
mixture. 82 Fed. Reg. 8590. Specifically, the final rule amends CBP’s regulations
under 19 C.F.R. Parts 12 and 127 to establish an electronic option for importers to
file the required U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) TSCA certifications, to
clarify and add certain definitions, and to eliminate the paper-based blanket
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certification process.
The effective date of the final rule was initially set at January 26, 2017, but is now
delayed until March 21, 2017, in accordance with the Presidential directive
entitled “Regulatory Freeze Pending Review” issued January 20, 2017, directing
heads of executive departments and agencies temporarily to postpone the effective
date for 60 days from the date of the memorandum, of all regulations that had been
published in the Federal Register, but had not taken effect. In the notice, CBP
states that this additional time is not unwelcome, as it will allow affected entities
more time to “become familiar with the increased flexibilities and new processes of
the final regulations.”
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