EPA Extends Comment Period for Draft Guidance
for Pesticide Registrants on Notifications, Nonnotifications and Minor Formulation Amendments
Wednesday, October 18, 2017
On October 5, 2017, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) issued a notice of extension of the comment period for
the draft guidance Pesticide Registration Notice (PR Notice)
2017-XX: Notifications, Non-notifications and Minor Formulation
Amendment issued on September 6, 2017. Comments now
must be received by EPA on or before December 5, 2017.
The notice states that it will “allow stakeholders additional
time to submit comments on the proposed guidance.” Eleven
comments were filed in the docket, most of which expressed
significant concern with changes EPA is proposing, in addition
to requesting an extension to the previous deadline which
was set to end on October 6, 2017.
EPA states that PR Notice 2017-XX will update and clarify “the
scope of changes accepted by notification, non-notification
and minor formulation amendments for all pesticide products,
and supersedes both PR Notices 95-2 and 98-10 in their
entirety.” A full summary of the changes in the draft guidance
is available in our blog item "EPA Releases Draft Guidance for
Pesticide Registrants on Notifications, Non-notifications, and
Minor Formulation Amendments."
Some of the more substantive comments noted the following
issues:

Article By
Heather F. Collins
Lisa M. CampbellMargaret R. Graham
Bergeson & Campbell, P.C.
Pesticide Law and Policy Blog

Environmental, Energy & Resources
Several commenters stated objections to the
All Federal
provisions in the draft PR Notice that would eliminate
the ability of registrants of formulated products to use
notification to add or change sources of either
registered technical active ingredients or inert ingredients. Concerns expressed with this proposed
change included the effect it would have on the ability of registrants to respond quickly to market changes
and conditions, including the availability and price of technical and inert ingredients needed for
formulations.
One commenter had concerns with regard to the proposed changes to the inert ingredient disclosure
statement, as EPA is “considering whether the notification method or the non-notification method is an
appropriate avenue for industry requested inert disclosure based upon third-party vendor requirements.”
The commenter stated that it “believes there is an approach that satisfies third-party vendors while
minimizing the burden on the Agency’s resources,” and “a significant delay to this issue could have thirdparty vendor impacts.”
Commenters also expressed disappointment with EPA’s notification delivery, stating that EPA “provided
very little notice to Stakeholders of this major change in its policies regarding notification” and “as a result,
many potentially affected registrants may overlook this change and fail to file comments on it.”
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